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Birthdate:  5-16-58

Educational History:
Ph.D, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY, 1989; Major:  New Testament Literature; Minors: New Testament Greek, Early Church History.

Master of Divinity, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY, 1985; Major:  Pastoral Care and Counseling.

Bachelor of Arts, Auburn University, Auburn, AL, 1980; Major:  Political Science; Minors:  Religion, History, Journalism.

Occupational History:
Ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament, Cumberland Presbyterian Church
Professor of New Testament, Memphis Theological Seminary, Memphis, TN, 1993-present.

The Mary Magdalene Professor of New Testament, Memphis Theological Seminary, 2011-2014.

Chaplain and Assistant Professor of Religion, Bethel College, McKenzie, TN, 1990-1993.

Tennis Professional, Dupont Racquet Club, Louisville, KY, 1984-1990.

Instructor in Greek, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, KY, 1988-1990.

Adjunct Professor in New Testament, Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, Louisville, KY, 1989.

Assistant to the Minister, Pewee Valley Presbyterian Church (USA), Pewee Valley, KY, 1985-1988.

Scholarly Publications and Lectures:


“The Lord’s Prayer,” in The Oxford Encyclopedia of Bible and Theology. Oxford University Press, 2015.
“Matthew 27:1-37” in Feasting on the Gospels: Matthew, vol. 2. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2013.

“A Grown Up Reading of Revelation.” Lecture in Religion, Lyon College, Batesville, AR. 2012


“Love, Grace, and Glory: Paul’s Anti-Prosperity Gospel for the Corinthians,” Bowen Lectures, Memphis Theological Seminary, Oct. 18-19, 2011.


Second Corinthians. The Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary. Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys, 2009.

“Mark, Gospel of,” in The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2009.


“John 6:24-35,” “John 6:35, 41-51,” “John 6:51-58,” “John 6:56-69,” Lectionary Homiletics 20 (2009).

“The Power of Mark’s Story,” The Bible Today 47 (2009).

“15 Bible Studies on Mark, in The Pastor’s Bible Study, vol. 2, edited by David A. Farmer. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005.


“The Year of Mark” in Sundays and Seasons, 2006. Minneapolis: Augsberg Fortress Press, 2005.


“Mark 7:24-37, 8:27-37, 9:30-37, 9:38-50,” Lectionary Homiletics, 14 (2003).

The Power of Mark’s Story.  St. Louis:  Chalice Press, 2001

“The Enduring Power of Mark’s Story:  The 2nd Gospel, Good Stories, and the Human Condition,” Bowen Lectures, Memphis Theological Seminary, March, 2000.


“The Enduring Power of Mark’s Story:  Uncanny Portrayals of the Human Condition,” New Testament Lectures given at Central Baptist Theological Seminary, February, 1999.

“Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza,” in Historical Handbook of Major Biblical Interpreters, ed. by Donald McKim.  InterVarsity Press, 1998.

The Spirituality of Mark:  Responding to God.  Louisville:  Westminster/John Knox Press, 1996.

"'What Do Feminists Want?'  A Review of the Biblical Scholarship of Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza," Memphis Theological Seminary Journal, 23 (1995), 17-31.

"Luke 13:22-30--The Wrong Question, the Right Door," Review and Expositor, 91 (1994), 551-557.

"A Part of Your Call (sermon)", Memphis Theological Seminary Journal, 31 (1993), 76-80.

"Old Stories Through New Eyes:  Insights Gained from a Feminist Reading of Mark 5:25-34," Memphis Theological Seminary Journal, 30 (1992), 2-14.

"The Women of the Gospel of Mark and Contemporary Women's Spirituality," Spirituality Today, 43 (1991), 134-141.

Recent Service in the Church
Plenary Speaker, “Unlocking Scripture,” Cumberland Presbyterian Education Forum, Nov. 8-9, 2015

Bible Study facilitator in Baptist, Episcopal, Presbyterian, and United Methodist Churches from Memphis, TN to New Albany, IN, to Birmingham, AL & parts in between.

Workshop facilitator, workshop on preaching Advent texts for pastors in the Disciples of Christ/ Christian Church and in the Episcopal Church.

Preacher, Lenten Noonday Preaching Series, Calvary Episcopal Church (Memphis, TN).


Pulpit Supply in churches throughout the mid-South.


Member, Commission on Theology and Social Concerns, Cumberland Presbyterian Church and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America.

Preacher, Workshop Leader, Presbyterian Youth Triennium. 1998, 2010, 2013.

